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In the Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) In a local area network comprising a 
plurality of terminals configured for running client applications 
and connecting to the Internet, and each of said plurality of 
terminals including packet routing software having the ability to 
control dividing a request for information from a content server 
issued by one of said plurality of terminals into a plurality of 
packets, and to distribute the plurality of packets via the local 
area network to others of said plurality of terminals, a method 
of sending data over a communications network, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) upon activation of each of said plurality of terminals, 
each said terminal sending a message to at least a reconstitution 
server to indicate that said terminal is active; 

(b) generating a request for information from a content 
server coupled to a wide area network by an originating active 
terminal, said originating active terminal coupled by means of a 
local area network to each of said other of said plurality of 
active terminals; 

(c) each active terminal periodically sending a first status 
message to the other of the plurality of terminals in the local 
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area network and to a reconstitution server to indicate that it 
is active; 

(d) dividing the request for information from a content 
server into a plurality of packets by said originating active 

terminal ; 

(e) the originating active terminal selectively 
distributing, under control of its packet routing software, the 
plurality of packets between a first plurality of active 
terminals in the local area network by means of a first 
communication path internal to and forming the local area 
network, each of said first plurality of active terminals having 
a second communication path, said second communication path 
comprising an associated wide area connection directly to the 
Internet, said associated direct wide area network connection to 
the Internet of a at least a first one of said first plurality of 
active terminals in the local area network different from an 
associated, direct, wide area network connection to the Internet 
of at least a second one of said first plurality of active 
terminals, the plurality of packets being distributed between 
active terminals over the local area network; 

(f) each of said first plurality of active terminals 
transmitting each of said first plurality of packets received by 
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a given active terminal during step (e) over its associated, 
direct, wide area connection to the Internet to said 
reconstitution server coupled to the Internet, such that the 
originating active terminal shares the bandwidth of the 
associated, different wide area connections to the internet of 
said first plurality of active terminals; oed 

(g) the reconstitution server receiving the plurality of 
packets from said first plurality of active terminals in the 
local area network via said at least a first and second of said 
associated, different and direct wide area connections, 
reconstituting the plurality of packets into said request for 
information from said content server issued by said originating 
active terminal, and sending the reconstituted plurality of 
packets to the content server as said request for information; 

(h) the content server sendi ng cont ent data t^ 

reconstitution server in response to the request re c eived in s tep 
( g ) , the data be ing se nt as a pl u rality of content d ata pac k e ts ; 

Ji) the reconsti tu tion serv er distributing th e pl urality of 
c onten t dat_a_ p ackets to the fi rst plu rality of active terminals 
o ver the res pec tive wide ar e a connections; 

( j }_ _ the fi rst plur al ity o f a ctive terminals send ing the 
p lurality of cont e nt data packets to the originating t erminal 
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over said f irst communication path interna l to an d form ing the 
local area ne twor k under con t rol o f t heir respective packet 
ro u ting softwa re; a nd 

(k) the originating termi nal re ceiving the p lurality of 

content data packet;s_ to _re- create the content data . 
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2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 13-, 
wherein in step (e) and/or step (i) , the plurality of packets are 
distributed to the first plurality of active terminals in a 
round-robin basis. 

4. (Original) The method according to claim 3, wherein the 
round-robin distribution of the plurality of packets is weighted. 

5. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 4, 
wherein the round-robin weighting is determined in accordance 
with the bandwidth of the respective wide area connection between 
the terminal and the Internet. 
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6. (Currently Amended) A communications network comprising; 

a plurality of terminals configured for running client 
applications and for connecting to the Internet, each of the 
plurality of terminals including packet routing software and 
being connected to one another by a local area network, and at 
least some of said terminals having an associated, different and 
direct wide area connection to the Internet, said plurality of 
terminals each having the ability to divide a request issued by 
one of said plurality of terminals into a plurality of packets 
and to distribute the plurality of packets to other ones of said 
plurality of terminals via the local area network under control 
of its packet routing software; 

a reconstitution server, coupled to the Internet and a 
plurality of content servers, 

wherein, in use, each active terminal periodically sends a 
first status message to the other of the plurality of active 
terminals in the local area network and to said reconstitution 
server to indicate that it is active; 

wherein an originating terminal in the local area network 
generates a request for one of the content servers , divides the 
request into a plurality of packets and distributes the plurality 
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of packets between a plurality of active terminals via the local 
area network; a-r-i^i 

wherein each of said plurality of active terminals sends 
packets received to the reconstitution server via each said at 
least some terminal's separate associated and direct wide area 
connections such that the originating terminal shares the 
bandwidth of the separate associated wide area connections of 
said at least some of said active terminals, and wherein the 
reconstitution server sends the plurality of packets to the 
content server 

wherein, i n use, a nd respo nsi ve to the recon st it ut ion server 
sending the pl urality of p ackets to the content server, the 
c on t e n t s e r ve r sends co nte nt d ata t o the r e constitut ion server in 
the form of a plurality of co nt ent data packe ts; 

th e re co ns tit ution server distributej^^th^^ plurality of 

conten t dat a packets between the plurality of terminals ov er the 
res pecti ve as sociated, different and direct wide ar ea 
connectio ns ; 

the g l urality of te rminal s rou te the plurality o f content 

dat a pac kets to the originat ing terminal; a nd 

the or i ginati ng t erminal re ce ives t he plu rality of conte nt 

dat a packets and re-creates the content data . 
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7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein one or more of said plurality of terminals 
has more than one respective wide area connection. 

9. {Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein the local area network comprises one or more 
terminals, further to said plurality of terminals, not having a 
wide area connection. 

10. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 6, wherein each of the active terminals in the local 
area network comprises a list identifying the other active 
terminals . 

11. (Cancelled) 

12. (Previously Presented) The communications network according 
to claim 10, wherein an active terminal sends a second status 
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message to the other terminals in the local area network prior to 
becoming inactive. 



13-15. (Cancelled) 



